How to believe and yet not believe

"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. - Jhn 5:24 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst. - Jhn 6:35 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day." - Jhn 6:40 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.' " - Jhn 7:38 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, - Jhn 11:25 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?" - Jhn 11:26 "I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness. - Jhn 12:46 "Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins." - Act 10:43 and through Him everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses. - Act 13:39 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. - Rom 1:16 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, - Rom 4:5 
How can you know if you are believing with a biblical kind of belief?

“I believe it will rain tonight”. 

Substitute the word “think” for “believe”.

 “I think it will rain tonight”. 

Faith is not a feeling. 

-It is more than only an emotion.
-Although true belief will often affect our emotions.
Faith is not a concept.
-Faith is more than just an idea.

-Although true belief will often have ideas or concepts to match it. 

Substitute the word “know” for “believe”.

“I know it will rain tonight”   
*To believe with faith, has assurance – to such a degree that we act on it. 

For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end, - Hbr 3:14 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, - Hbr 6:11 

let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. - Hbr 10:22 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. - Hbr 11:1 We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 1 Jn 3:24 also in 1 Jn 4:13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 1 Jh 5:13
Have you ever been given really bad news? 

How does it affect your day? How does it affect your actions? How does it affect your emotions? How does it affect your choices?

How does good news affect your actions, emotions and choices?
*We often believe news from the testimony of another, without seeing the actual event take place? i.e. a call from the bank.
In our building a definition for and describing “biblical belief”, so far we see that it has knowing and assurance. But there is more to it than only knowing something to be true. 

We are called to “believe a person”. Therefore, biblical belief always has trust with it. 
-Without trust, belief is only mental.

- Trust is actually the connecting agent.

***Although we all “believe” that Jesus Christ has saved us and that we are going to heaven, if you are living your life detached from the Lord, you are not believing. It is one thing to believe that He is your Father, but to allow Him to Father you (moment by moment) is abiding in Him and His love.***  

Therefore biblical faith is always “right now” and in this moment.

Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. - Mat 4:22 
and He said to him, "Follow Me!" And he got up and followed Him. Mat. 9:9
Learn to let your heart down to be vulnerable with the Lord – trust Him every moment.

How do we trust?
Our hearts cannot “connect” with a concept. 
But our hearts can connect with another person.

To “believe in Christ” is to:


-know and have assurance that He is.


-trust Him from the heart, right now. 

It does take work and diligence to find real trust on a daily basis. 

***We must spend time working on our hearts everyday – to believe, to find trust. 

Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent." - Jhn 6:29 
Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience. - Hbr 4:11 
***Every moment spent not trusting damages yourself and solidifies flesh patterns of self reliance. One day of not walking in trust makes it harder the next day to trust. 

-Fight to sit in chair, knowing the fabric, the sitting, etc. 
