“On a scale of 1-10, how much is God pleased with you?”
- take a minute to think about this question.

-When we feel not totally accepted or approved, we do not want to be close and intimate. The way we feel God thinks of us can hinder our relationship with Him.
-We don’t want to develop a relationship with someone who doesn’t care for us that much or who thinks there is something wrong with us all the time.

Ex. We draw closer to people who like us and think well of us. If God is not pleased with us and is “putting up” with us, we tend to distance ourselves.

Example of Lot 

Who was Lot? He was the nephew of Abraham. He was the son of Abraham's brother Haran (Gen. 11:27). Abraham's brother Nahor became Lot's brother in law by marrying Milcah, Lot's sister.

Scripture look up - Gen 13: 1-12, Gen 19:36, 2 peter 2:7,8
Example of Abraham
· imputed righteousness – “counted righteous” or “credited” as righteous

But we have something greater than the Hebrews of the old testament.

Scripture look up Titus 3:5 – regeneration


Imparted righteousness – is to be “made” right. An event of permanent change. A change in the makeup or “nature” of who you are.
***There is a huge difference between:


-being a sinner, saved by grace


And..


-having the life of Christ at the center of your being.

One is that who you are is still flawed - just your sins are not counted against you.

The other is that who you are has been washed. Your sin has been forgiven, not just deeds, but the flawed, sinful self has been washed clean and is now the righteousness of God.

Look up 1 Cor. 6:17 – “One spirit with the Lord”

-Identity is determined by birth, not behavior

The old nature was killed 

Look up Rom 6:2,3 6-8 “we died with Christ”. Who or what died? The old man, the sin nature. 


There is no rest to the believer unless they understand that righteousness has been imparted to them. You will still live under law, rules, “shoulds”, and therefore resist intimacy. 
2 Cor. 5:21 “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
Look up Rom 8:10 “If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.
-If we sin, we feel miserable and empty. This was not true before being born again. This is because our nature is different now. We have Inner conflict when we sin is because we now have a new nature to not sin.  If your basic nature were a sin nature, it would not bother you to sin. 
-If we sin, we are acting contrary to our new nature

Look up 2 Peter 1:4 “become partakers of the divine nature”

Fallacy - “We still have a sin nature”

Look up 2 Cor. 5:17 “new creature in Christ.” We are a new person, a new creation.

Look up Gal 2:20 “crucified with Christ, it’s no longer I who live, but Christ in me. “ 
Question: Who was crucified and no longer lives? The old sin nature.

Nowhere are we called to crucify the old man. This has already been done. 

Col 2:11 - Circumcision speaks of the cutting away the part of the body where life is generated. The old man is dead and has been cut away. 

Look up Col 3:2-3 “you died”. 

Marriage – wife loses her name

Our new identity


-Christ living His life in us


- a corporate identity
God does not give us two conflicting identities so that we are at war with ourselves. As we let go to the truth of Christ in us..
So where does the desire or impulse to sin come from? 


-memory 


-memory of what was programmed by the old man


- we have old and wrong beliefs in our brains of what brings life, comfort, safety, pleasure, and security. 


-the brain (memory) is part of the body, not the spirit that has been re-born.

So, when we have a situation and the old memories from the brain tell us how to respond to bring remedy, we sin. Instead of taking our cues and impulses from our new sinless nature (the spirit), we take our cues of how to live from the brain of old memory. “This is the mind that is set on death”. 

-When the body (beginning with and including our thinking) is acting independently of the Spirit and not submitted to the Spirit, it is called “the flesh”. 

-The issue is one of flesh and Spirit, not old nature versus spirit. 

-This is important because we must believe that who we are has been washed and cleansed. We do not have an old nature that is “us” anymore. We are not flawed or dirty. Although our thinking and our minds must be renewed. 
-Scripture is a great tool to renew our minds.

-Christ is not in our lives, He is our life. 
-You cannot live for Christ, you can only live Christ.
-We cannot do things for God, we can only cooperate with what He is doing in us, and through us. 
-We are to rest in who God has made us (clean and pleasing)

-We are to enjoy that fact that He lives in us. 
When we are born again, we do not make a commitment to Christ, but we exchange His life for ours. 
The human spirit is our essence. Before we came to Christ it was dead, now washed, clean and alive to God. 
To be a Christian is not to say how you behave, or what rules you keep, who you follow, or what list of beliefs you hold. To be a Christian is to have Christ living in you. It points to what and who you are at the deepest level of your being. 
1 Cor. 6:17 “who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him”. 
Trying to live the Christian life ends up in failure. You can’t do it, only Jesus Christ can live the Christian life. Trying to live the Christian life is the direct opposite of enjoying Him in you and letting Him live through you. 
This is why we are the body of Christ. He literally lives in us, doing his will and living His life in us, if we allow Him to do so. 
****personal note: I constantly try to see something I’m not believing – Him and his love for me. Let Christ lead you there. He really is in you. Let him live his life through you. Let Him take you to Himself, to see him and see his love. I spend too much self effort trying to believe and see. Let Christ in you take you there. You are already here. He is already living in you, let Him. I try and struggle to believe (self effort, flesh). Just gently recognize reality, He is currently in you (never to depart) and is living in you. Let him.  

****personal note : I am focused on the fact that I am clean and acceptable to God, and that He loves me. This is fine. But I am living out of self effort, not focused on Christ in me, living through me. Who He has made us is clean and acceptable, but how we walk is Him living through us. “The life I now life, I live by faith in the son of God, it’s no longer I that liveth, but Christ who liveth in me. There is knowing your new nature and knowing “that” God is pleased and loves you, but then there is the walking and experiencing and being led – living – by allowing Christ to live through you. But these are one and the same. You are clean, because Christ lives in you. It is your spirit that has been joined to the Lord. It is Him in you who is clean, thus you are clean, he is clean, he is there leading and initiating. 
****Now, why you are letting Him live through you, enjoy his life and love, his vitality and passion, his fervency, his goodness. Wow!

The Christian life is not about having a focus on avoiding wrong things and doing right things. Christ will do this in you automatically as your focus becomes Him

Read 1 Cor. 15:56 “power of sin in the law”

Focusing on sin or not sinning produces sin. 
Read Rom 7:5-6 “sinful passions aroused by the law.”

· “Everyone, take a minute and realize that it is Christ Himself that is in you.” – Amazing!

· Evidence of not yielding to Christ in you and realizing that your very nature (the core of who you are) has been made righteous is that you will feel closer to God when doing right things and further from God when doing wrong things.
· We may “feel” closer or further from God, but the truth is that He is in us, no matter what – apart from what we do or don’t do. 

· The victorious Christian life is nothing less than the life of Christ being expressed through the child of God. Any behavior which is not dependant on Him living His life through us is the flesh. 
· We can be doing things for God, while our actions stem from the energy of the flesh.

· The exchanged life God calls us to means that we depend on His resources, not our own. To be according to the flesh is to be depending on what I can do. 
· We are either “according to the flesh or according to the Spirit” at any moment. Another way to word this is: “we are either trusting and yielding to Christ in us or we are trusting in ourselves to live life at any moment.” 

· It’s like flipping a switch. It’s either on or off. When it’s on, we are fully charged and enjoying the life of Christ, when off, we are in charge, on the throne and enjoying our own pitiful strength and control. 
· We have been freed from the penalty of sin and the power of sin. 
· When the light is off, and we are according to the flesh, everything we do is sin, “Whatever is not from faith is sin” Rom 14:23
· Sin becomes a manifestation. The root issue is us being in control and not yielded to the life of Christ within us.  

· Illustration 
· Husband is gone at work for long hours. Wife complains that he is working too much. He says that he is “doing all these things for her”, Although she may appreciate it, ultimately it doesn’t meet her. Why? Because she doesn’t want him to do things for her. She only wants him. When we get our focus off of doing things for God, we want intimacy with Him. This is what He desires from us as well. 

· Look up  Lk 15:18,19. Why did He only want to be a hired servant? Why did he not know that he could go back to his father be embraced the way he was when he did go back? Answer: he did not know the father’s heart towards him. He was questioning whether or not he was accepted by the father because of his actions. 

· If satan can make you believe that God doesn’t accept you because of bad behavior, he can keep you in the far country for a longer period of time. 

· Failure to understand God’s acceptance of you at all times, will create a barrier to intimacy. 

· Jesus pays for all of our sins, past, present and future. When did he pay for our sins? 2000 years ago. How many of our sins were future sins at that point? At that point, all of our sins were future sins. 

But How?

· Jn 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments”. The legalist looks at this as, if you love me, you will prove it by keeping my commandments. If you understand grace you will see the truth. If you give yourself to loving me, you will find yourself keeping my commandments. If your heart is in love with me, the result is that you will keep my commandments. Read the verse again now. It’s an “if, then”, a “cause and effect”. Not the Lord standing with his arms folded, wanting us to prove something to Him.
· 1 Jn 5:3 “His commandments are not burdensome”. 
· Disobedience is a love problem.  
-The flesh vs the Spirit

-Begin to recognize the difference between your thoughts and the impulses from your flesh, and Christ Himself who is in you.  There is a difference. 
-yielding to Christ who is in you. 

-Be quiet! Begin to look for the Lord’s promptings in you. 

- Not to stay introspective – He will lead you outside of yourself

- Yielding to Christ in You causes you to trust Him. You are not depending on yourself to be according to the Spirit, but you are trusting Him to do all thing and take you where you need to go. 
