Forgiveness, Judgments, and Reconciliation
The Goal of the Flesh Sets Us Up For Unforgiveness
-the flesh’s goal is self preservation and self protection. The flesh is no different from an animal. In its baseness, the flesh wants to stay in charge and stay alive at all costs.

- We habitually (often unknowingly) scan every situation and every person for danger, error, and potential threat.


- Because of this, we tend to notice error quickly and more readily than positive things. It is even magnified and amplified at times because of our fears and goals of self preservation.
-We are on a constant look out with a goal of protecting ourselves from: hurt, pain, embarrassment, suffering, loss, humiliation, abuse, abandonment, ridicule, accusation, and attack. 

Other People Threaten Our Self Preservation

-To our credit, as Christians who walk according to the Spirit, most of the time we tend to “think the best” of other Christians up front.
-But when we perceive someone as wrong, offensive, in error, hurtful, or threatening - our particular variety of self protection comes up.

· In order to quarantine the danger we subtly move that person over in our hearts to a place of distrust and a place of negativism (sometimes to a very small degree which is hard to see, sometimes to a large degree with is more obvious).
· They become “marked” inside of us.

“My opinion has changed about them”. “They have real problem in this area of their life”.

“They are not who I thought they were”. “They don’t like me or don’t care about me”. 

“I’m unsure about their motives”. “They have some real hang ups”.


· If the hurt or offense is severe enough or if it touches old and unresolved pain in us, our response could be one of hate, animosity, disdain, or contempt.  
Two base responses to this negative person in our hearts is “fight” or “flight”. 


-depending on our style of dealing with stress, we either aggressively try to change them or affect them in some way OR we try to get away from them and avoid them. We may try some of both if one or the other fails. The point is, we want to get it to stop or remove this negative person from our lives.
What is Forgiveness?
 Aphiēmi  ä-fē'-ā-mē
1) to send away

a) to bid going away or depart

1) of a husband divorcing his wife

b) to send forth, yield up, to expire

c) to let go, let alone, let be

1) to disregard

2) to leave, not to discuss now, (a topic)

a) of teachers, writers and speakers

3) to omit, neglect

d) to let go, give up a debt, forgive, to remit

e) to give up, keep no longer

2) to permit, allow, not to hinder, to give up a thing to a person

3) to leave, go way from one

a) in order to go to another place

b) to depart from any one

c) to depart from one and leave him to himself so that all mutual claims are abandoned

d) to desert wrongfully

e) to go away leaving something behind

f) to leave one by not taking him as a companion

g) to leave on dying, leave behind one

h) to leave so that what is left may remain, leave remaining

i) abandon, leave destitute

To forgive is to let it go, or to release the offense. To set the person free.

· Our natural and God given response to injustice is naturally placed within us. God put it in each of us in order for society to function properly. Wrongs must be made right. Injustice must be met with justice. Evil must be punished. 
-An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth is natural, good and right. Every crime should be met with an equal consequence or punishment. 

“Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, [2] by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, [4] and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, - 1Cr 15:1-4 NASB

-Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. Not just your sins, but for the sins of the whole world.  

“The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” Jn 1:29
[16] "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He then says, [17] "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE." ... [19] Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, ... [22] let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. - Hbr 10:16-17, 19, 22 NASB

-We are justified (or viewed as righteous) in God’s eyes.

[28] For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. - Rom 3:28 NASB

[1] Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, - Rom 5:1 NASB

[16] nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. - Gal 2:16 NASB

Question: Does our right standing with God depend on what we do or don’t do? 
Then neither should our right standing with one another depend on what we do or don’t do.
“Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer. Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.” 
2 Cor. 5:16-17

***it takes faith to live the Christian life – you are to see yourself through the eyes of God and see others how He sees them.***
Justice Has Been Served
When someone wrongs us or offends us, it is good that we have a sense of justice, but we must realize that justice has been served. Jesus Christ was crucified and punished for all sins. Their sin has been paid for. Punishment for their wrong doing has been met. 

Our problem comes in when we want the offender to pay for what they did. When it has already been paid and God releases them, yet we want them to still pay in some form or fashion. 

Forms of payment: “I just want them to own it”. “They have to change before I forgive them.” “They have to show me something first.” 
-Christ invited us to come to Him “just how I am”. He accepts us and welcomes us with open arms and an open heart in the middle of our pig pen. Secondly he addresses our problem areas and how to walk in righteousness. 
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Rom 5:8

"But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.” - Luk 6:35 
[4] Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? - Rom 2:4 NASB

“For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment”. James 2:13 “
“bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.” Col 3:13
Read 1 Peter 2

***Every person on the planet has their sins paid for and forgiven. They just cannot receive the benefit of forgiveness because they do not believe. We are given the “ministry of reconciliation” by extending the forgiveness of God to the world and each other. [18] Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, - 2Cr 5:18 NASB
How to forgive from the heart
The Elements of Forgiveness 
When something is done wrong to us, it places us in the dominant role of power over that person. They now owe us something. We must step down from this dominant role.
Steps:

1. Express what you feel to God or that person if you have to. (don’t confuse speaking to them “for them” vs. “for you”). 

-may not have to tell them if not necessary.

-trying to understand why they did what they did may help as well.


-again, be careful of “setting them straight”. Confronting sin is for their benefit, not part of your forgiveness.
“But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” Lk 23:34
2. Release them from paying and set them free. Christ paid for it, they shouldn’t have to pay.

3. Know them according to the new person in Christ that they are. This changes your expectations of them from bad things to expecting good things. ***This moves them from the place in your heart of them being “marked”  back to a place of thinking the best about them.*** Very important.
4. Open your heart to them again. 

***As a Christian you will get hurt many times*** 
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not have it! – 
Luk 13:34 
“And He was saying, "Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will." [37] And He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? - Mar 14:36-37 NASB
Should we stop loving someone and close our hearts to them because they wound us?
“But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written in their Law, 'THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE.' - Jhn 15:25 NASB

-He knew we would kill Him and totally reject Him before He came, and He loved us anyway – and He continues to do so. 
“In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, - 1Pe 3:1 

 
-we are all called to this kind of heart with one another. 

“Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is written, "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED." [37] But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. [38] For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. - Rom 8:35-39 
“Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose…” 1 Pet 4:1

“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps…1 Pet 2:21
“we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; [9] persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; [10] always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. [11] For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. [12] So death works in us, but life in you”. - 2Cr 4:8-12 

“For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but we were afflicted on every side: conflicts without, fears within. [6] But God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus; - 2Cr 7:5-6 NASB

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, [4] who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. [5] For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ. - 2Cr 1:3-5 NASB

- In attempting to open your heart, you can ask if “they will please not do this again”. A very fair request.
A possible hindrance to forgiveness 

-The people who do not tend to extend forgiveness very readily tend to be those who do not receive it very readily for themselves. Receiving forgiveness for yourself with God, equips you and empowers you to extend it to others.

Wanting them to change and getting it to stop
-We cannot withhold forgiveness in order to try to get someone to change. Hold it over their head as if they owed you something. What they owed has been paid. 

In Relating to the unrepentant

"If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Matt 18:17
Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. Rom. 16:17,18

Reject a factious man after a first and second warning, knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned. Titus 3:10, 11
But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.1 Cor. 5:11-13
***In our personal relating to one another, we must separate from ourselves the ungodly, the unrepentant, and those who walk in sin. Although their sins are paid for, the are rejecting forgiveness.
Are we to ever withhold forgiveness?

"Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. "And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, 'I repent,' you shall forgive him." Lk 17:3,4

*"If you forgive the sins of any, their sins  have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained." Jn 20:23

Do these verses mean we are to not forgive if someone does not repent?

Terry’s opinion:

***We must relate to people according to their choices and according to where they are walking. But we can still keep our hearts soft toward them, knowing that Jesus died for their sins, their sins are paid for, and God’s grace is available to them - although they are rejecting forgiveness.

These scriptures are not saying plainly that we should ever intentionally withhold forgiveness, in fact the canopy of scripture tells us the opposite. Although we must relate according to where people are walking, we can know that the price has been paid for all people. 

Shifting Gears - What is a Judgment?
Judgements are closely linked to unforgiveness and tend to go hand in hand. Usually where there is a judgement there is often unforgiveness. Where there is unforgiveness, there are often judgements.

Why?  Because when someone has hurt or offended us in some way, we mistakenly now know them according to what they have done, not who they are in Christ. We mistakenly determine who someone is by what they’ve done, not based on who Christ has made them (the new creation that they are).  

There are two types of judging. Righteous judgment and unrighteous judgment.
Righteous Judgment
“But  actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one. “For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church?” But those who are outside, God  judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.  1Cor 5:11- 13

"You will  know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? "So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. "A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. "So then, you will know them by their fruits. Matt 7:16-20
*righteous judgment “a spade is a spade”. Sin is sin, and we should call it what it is. 
Unrighteous Judgment

“But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.” Rom 14:10 nasv

“But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.” KJV


-Paul further defines and sheds light on what he means “by judging your brother” by further saying “or why do you regard your brother with contempt? 

“Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it.” James 4:11


-unrighteous judging has the heart of “speaking against others”. 

“Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.” Romans 2:1

A Judgement is also us thinking “we know” what is in the other person’s heart or what kind of person they are because of this or that. And we lock them in to being that kind of person. “This is what they are like”, in a negative way.. 

A judgement says “this is who you are and what you are like. You are fleshly. It locks them in to a certain set of expected behaviors. Unrighteous judgements is a place of arrogance. It places us “above” the other person – because “we know” their heart and what kind of person they are.
Judgements protect our hearts. If we can render a verdict of who they are and what they are like, we can discount them and distance ourselves from them – so as to protect ourselves. While love draws near to screwed up people and tries to help and serve them, not write them off. (if they will receive) 

“Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions. One person has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only. The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat, and the one who does not eat is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him. Who are you to judge the  servant of another? To his own  master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. One person regards one day above another, another regards every day alike. Each person must be fully convinced in his own mind. He who observes the day, observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God. For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, "AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD." So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God. Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this—not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way.” Rom 14:1-13

“So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.” Rom 14:19

“The faith which you have, have as your own conviction before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves.” Rom 14:22

Just For You

Forget about other people for a moment. Focus on yourself. If you make a mistake or a make a bad choice or behave fleshly in some way, don’t you need others to not know you or relate to you based on what you did? Don’t you need others to know who you are based on your true heart of who you are? You need a fresh start everyday. You need others to extend to you a clean slate and hold nothing against you. Otherwise, you are put into a prison of trying to earn back being in their “good graces” and their approval. 

What About the Trust Issue?
“Forgiveness is automatic, but trust is earned”. A common saying that I haven’t found in scripture, nor have I found scripture that says we are to trust one another. We are only called to trust God. 

-When we start having distrust for another Christian we have left love.

-but we are called to love, to “believe all things and to hope all things”. 1 Cor. 13:7

-We cannot hold things against people for things they’ve done to us.

-We are called to open our hearts to one another.

“Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide. [12] You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your own affections. [13] Now in a like exchangeI speak as to children—open wide to us also. - 2Cr 6:11-13 NASB
***The exceptions****

-wolves in sheep’s clothing (unbelievers)

-people who are walking in sin and will not repent are to be eventually shunned (Matt 18 - but even this is for the purpose of reconciliation).

 “ Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by the majority, [7] so that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise such a one might be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. [8] Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him. - 2Cr 2:6-8 NASB

Back to Judgements

Releasing someone from a judgment.

-realize that you do the same thing (in one way or another).
Romans 2:1, 3

“Therefore you are without excuse, every man of you who passes judgment, for in that you judge another, you condemn yourself, for you who judge practice the same things.”

“And do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgement upon those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?”

Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer. Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 2 Cor. 5:16-17
Vows or “Decisions”. 

"I will never be like my mother or father!" "I will always be alone!" "I will never be hurt like that again!"
Heart decisions are usually the result from repeated hurt. These vows indicate a willful hardness of heart and must be repented of. 

-We must trust God and be soft; yielded.
Conclusion
You must take responsibility

“Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.” Eph 4:30-32
“So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness,      humility, gentleness and  patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.” Col 3:11-13
[21] Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" [22] Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. [23] "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. [24] "When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. [25] "But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. [26] "So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.' [27] "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. [28] "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.' [29] "So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.' [30] "But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed. [31] "So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened. [32] "Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. [33] 'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?' [34] "And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. [35] "My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart." - Mat 18:21-35 NASB
Read Matt 5:38-47

Jesus has paid for the sins of the world. This is why we are to forgive indefinitely – because all sins are paid for.
